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with give me in a charger the head of John the Bap- 
tist. 

26 And the king was exceeding sorry ; bntfor the 
sake of his oath, and of them that sat at meat, he 
would not reject her. 

37 And straightway the king sent forth a soldier 
of his guard, and commanded to bring his head : and 
he went and beheaded him in prison. 

ag And brought his head in a charger, and gave 
it to the damsel; and the damsel gave it to her mother. 

29 And when his disciples heard thereof, they 
came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

Lesson Links 

It seems that the preaching of  Jesus and 
the apostles in the cities and villages of GaU 
ilee invited the attention of Herod Antipas, 
the governor of Galilee and Perea. 

It appears that John the Baptist had been 
arrested by Herod at Enon, near Salem when 
Jesus started thru Samaria at the time he 
met the woman at Jacob's well. 

John had been imprisoned by Herod in 
the Castle, Macherus on the eastern shore of 
the Dead Sea. This castle was one of Her- 
od's capitals. 

There Herod had kept John, allowing his 
disciples to visit him,  and listening   to  his 
preaching, but refusing to obey him. 

Herod's Guilty Fear 

It is probable that Herod having come up 
to his other capital, nearer  the borders of 
Galilee than Macherus, heard the spreading 
fame  of   Christ's  miracles   and preaching. 
Living  at   Macherus   the   selfish  king  had 
probably not heard  of Jesus' power,  for it 
had been only  some   ten   months  previous 
that he had arrested John the Baptist.    Now, 
when he heard of this new prophet who was 
making such a stir among the people of Gal- 
ilee, Herod at once thought of the  prophet 
whom   he   had   shamelessly  put  to  death. 
And his guilty  fears  at  once  made  him a 
coward and he at once   thought  that  Jesus 
was John risen from the dead. 

Cause of John's Imprisonment 

For, John had  openly  reproved   Herod's 
adulterous marriage with Herodias, the wife 
of Herod's brother Philip, whom the former 
had coaxed away from her husband.    This 
message of strict righteousness did not suit 
either the  cowardly,   and lustful Herod   or 
the ambitious,   revengeful   and unprincipled 
woman,    HerOdias.      But   Herod  was  too 
cowardly to dare to do violence to the brave 
preacher  of  righteousness.      Herodias,   on 
the other hand, was of the nature that   she 
would stop at no crime in order to  satisfy 
her thirst for revenge, and to put out of her 
way the brave accuser of her sin.    But  all 
she had been able to accomplish as yet was 
the imprisonment of John. 

The Drunken Feast 

But the desired opportunity came at last. 
On either the birthday, or anniversary of his 
accession to the throne, Herod made a great 
feast for the chief men of his kingdom. 

The Herald of Christ, assured by the mes- 
sage which Jesus had sent him, was quietly 
waiting within the dungeon the next dispen- 
sation of Providence. He knew not what it 
would be.    He only knew that he had faith- 
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fully  served  God.    And  such   a  soul  can 
easily await whatever God has in store for 

him. 
Down below in the city a drunken feast 

was in progress, the sounds of which must 
have been wafted up thru the walls of the 
castle to the dungeon of John. The feast 
had proceeded so far that all were well sated 
with wine. And as alcoholic stimulation 
requires ever fresh, more exciting and baser 
stimulation, something must be done to pre- 
vent this feast from becoming dull. 

Herod stirred in the depths of his baser 
passions by the wine, thinks of a plan where- 
by his company of drunken guests can be 
entertained. He sent for his wife's daughter 

Salome. 

The Dance 

The girl came, the shameless daughter of 
a profligate mother. She danced an indecent 
dance for their amusement. So low can fall 
woman, once the descent is begun ! 

So pleased was Herod and his drunken 
companions that he swore a great oath that 
he would give her whatever she might ask, 
even to the half ot his kingdom. She at 
once consulted her mother. The mother 
like a tigress thirsting for blood sprang at 
the opportunity presented to appease her 
thirst for revenge on Jjhn the Baptist for his 
courageous and righteous rebuke of her un- 
lawful marriage with Herod. She told her 
infamous daughter to ask the head of John 
the Baptist. 

The King's Sorrow 

King Herod  had  occasion to   repent his 
rash vow.    He  had  no  desire to offend the 
people and draw down upon  his own  super- 
stitious head the wrath of   the  God  whom 
John served.    He knew John's message  was 
true and his rebuke deserved by himself, but 
he had not the courage to do right.    His was 
a clear case  where  expediency rather than 
straight righteousness,   time-serving   policy, 
rather than  principle,  led   to   ever   deeper 
crime.    And  here   his   drunken   vow   had 
caught him in a position where he must eith- 
er break his vow or be disgraced in the eyes 
of his guests, or be true to his vow and vio- 
late his conscience.    But with him it was a 
settled principle to serve policy  tho  he had 
to break every law of righteousness.   Hence, 
he commanded one of h'.s guards to go  and 
do the horrible deed. 

The Death of John 

It was done.    The hinges on the old dun- 
geon creaked   the last  time  for John.     No 
time to prepare.      But what   need for  him 
who had tried to always serve God.    No last 
word to his disciples.    Only God  was there 
to comfort  him.    In the   darkness of that 
night, with his sun already long set, but with 
the star of his hope already risen and shining 
strong and bright upon his path John's head 
fell from  his •shoulders,   his soul   took  its 
flight to the God he had so faithfully served. 
The greatest   of  the prophets had given his 
testimony and gone from a world unworthy 
of him. 
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The b'oody headsman bore back to the 
damsel the dripping head. The damsel gave 
it to her mother. What a gift ! How those 
sightless eyes must have haunted the adul- 
tress and murderess for many a day and 
night! How those lips cold in death must 
have accused her of her sins, even now in 
their livid silence ! 

John's Disciples 

Heard the sad tidings in the morning and 
with sad but reverent hearts they cam?, laid 
the headless body in its tomb and flew away 
from that accursed place, so soon to be vis- 
ited by the wrath of the Almighty, to Jesus, 
to tell him of the sad news, and probably to 
join themselves to him. Thus ended the life 
of John. True to his convictions, firm for 
the right and truth he dared to risk his life 
in order to preach righteousness to a wicked 
king and his wicked queen. And "being 
dead he yet speaketh." 

And this was the Herod who desired to see 
Jesus.    Yes, he   should   see   Him.    But it 
would be in an hour when he   the cowardly 
slayer of the forerunner, would add another 
eternal blot on his name by refusing to exer- 
cise his power to release him whom the fore- 
runner had  proclaimed.      The lesson  is so 
plain  that he who  runs may read.    Which 
are you, a Herod, or a John?   It all depends 
on   your   relation   to truth,  principle    and 
Christ. 

Lesson Applied 

1. A coward always respects a brave man. 
2. Curiosity is not piety nor is it repent- 

ance.    There is no virtue in curiosity. 
"Our  consciences   make  cowards of 

us all,"—if our consciences are not clear. 
4. A clear conscience is any one's best 

shield. "Thrice armed is he that hath h • 
quarrel just." 

5. A true man cannot be   silent  before 
wickedness. 

6. Prison and infamy with God along is 
no disgrace. 

7. He who will not suffer for truth is not 
a Tohn the Baptist. 

8. Herod sold his honor and his con- 
science for a dance. We know some people 
who have done likewise in our times. 

9. Salome bought the king's favor by in- 
decency. What a price to pay ! Yet, some 
girls pay the same price for the favor of a 
crown less idiot. 

10. There are fools yet who think they 
are bound by foolish or wicked vows. 

n. Herod's sorrow is like that of men 
who are sorry Jesus had to suffer so much for 
them,   but  do not accept his sacrifice   for 
them. 

12. To men like John the Baptist death 
is no surprise. They are always prepared. 
Are you ? 

13. You can kill God's messenger but the 
message will never die. J   L. GILLIN. 

The Gospel professed may lift a man unto 
heaven ; but it is only the Gospel possessed 
that brings a man into heaven.—Seeker; 


